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Founder Jeff McCloud pours a cup of Tie Guan Yin from a
decanter the company designed and manufactured in South
Korea.
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Five Mountains Tea Making Innovations
in the Organic Heirloom Tea Market
Thi-ca Bonilla
Five Mountains Tea imports 100 percent organic heirloom cultivar
teas; the plants from which its tea leaves are gathered are ancient
and indigenous, or are grown from cuttings from those original stock.
The company is the first retailer to package individual servings of
loose-leaf tea in fully biodegradable compostable packaging, made
of non-genetically modified wood pulp from renewable sources that
follow Ecological Forestry Practices, in which trees that are cut down
are replaced. Recently, Five Mountains started producing its own
fully compostable biodegradable tea bags, made of vegetable
cellulose plant based fiber, at its San Bruno Street warehouse.  

The company is named after the five mountains where tea was
originally grown and harvested in the Yunnan Province of Southern
China, and from where the company imports its leaves. The owners,
Jason Creech and Jeff McCloud, met in Asia in 1998, when they
crossed paths while on separate religious journeys practicing Buddhism as monks. 

McCloud had previously studied at Parsons Design School in New York.  He moved to the City to enroll at the San Francisco Art
Institute, lived with the painter and graffiti artist Barry McGee, and participated in the Mission School art movement before travelling
to Asia to practice Buddhism and study tea. 

While Creech was a philosophy student at Duke University he took a semester off to study Buddhism in Asia. The pair met, and
formed a friendship, based, in part, on a shared, profound, interest in tea and tea culture. They started their company ten years
later, in 2008, in response to what they felt was an absence of high-quality organic teas in the American market.

In addition to running their company, McCloud and Creech guest lecture on tea at the Culinary Institute of America at Greystone in
St. Helena, as part of the wine sommelier program.  Their lectures cover many aspects of tea, including its history, growing
regions, varietals, processing methods, and preparation.

Starting this month Williams-Sonoma stores will carry a co-branded label of Five Mountains’ tea.  Five Mountain teas are also
available at Plow, Piccino, Flour + Water, Good Eggs, and Farley’s, among other places, with plans for further expansion to
gourmet grocery stores. The company’s teas can be also found at five-mountains.com.

This Month's Stories
Malia Cohen Secures Second
Board of Supervisors Term

Arkansas Street Trees Replaced

Is Sunshine Free?

Survey Results Indicate Interest
in Hill Shuttle System

Dogpatch Arts Plaza Proposal
Shrinks

R&T Market Closes after 39
years in Business

Innovative Reuse Program
Launched in Dogpatch

Mission School Takes its Place
as Important Art Movement

The Daddy Handbook: Crosses
to Bear

Fun for Families on the Hill

The Morning after the Giants
Won the World Series…Again

Bayview Police Captain Urges a
Common Sense Approach to
Safety

On-going Features
Short Cuts

Sun Could be Setting on Hsin
Tung Yang Building

Apocalypse Later

Letters to the Editor

Library News

Community Calendar

Getting Involved

 

 

 

Serving the Potrero Hill, Dogpatch, Mission Bay, & SOMA neighborhoods since 1970
All rights reserved. Copyright © 2014 The Potrero View.
Content on this site may not be archived, retransmitted, saved in a database, or used for any commercial purpose without the express written permission of The Potrero View or its Publishers.

http://www.potreroview.net/contact.html
http://www.potreroview.net/video.php
http://www.potreroview.net/gallery.php
http://www.potreroview.net/index.php
http://www.potreroview.net/pages/rss.xml
http://www.potreroview.net/survey
http://www.potreroview.net/advertise.html
http://www.potreroview.net/calendar
http://www.potreroview.net/advertise.html
http://www.potreroview.net/subscribe.html
http://www.potreroview.net/archive.html
http://www.potreroview.net/classifieds/
http://www.potreroview.net/merchants/index.php
http://www.potreroview.net/bymonth2014-09.html
http://www.potreroview.net/news11307.html
http://www.potreroview.net/news11308.html
http://www.potreroview.net/news11309.html
http://www.potreroview.net/news11310.html
http://www.potreroview.net/news11311.html
http://www.potreroview.net/news11312.html
http://www.potreroview.net/news11313.html
http://www.potreroview.net/news11314.html
http://www.potreroview.net/news11315.html
http://www.potreroview.net/news11316.html
http://www.potreroview.net/news11317.html
http://www.potreroview.net/news11318.html
http://www.potreroview.net/feat10625.html
http://www.potreroview.net/feat10626.html
http://www.potreroview.net/feat10627.html
http://www.potreroview.net/feat10628.html
http://www.potreroview.net/feat10629.html
http://www.potreroview.net/feat10630.html
http://www.potreroview.net/feat10631.html
http://www.potreroview.net/subscribe.html
http://www.potreroview.net/index.html

